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Summary

Yeffe Kimball, a visual artist of some intemational note, organized a photography project
between the 1940s and 19605 that documented Native American life, dress, and activities
at a key transitional time period of Native American history. The project resulted in over
5,000 photographs now in the possession of the Institute of American Indian Arts
Museum. The collection, unique in its scope, is deteriorating due (o inadequate storage,
is not cataloged, and is in danger of losing its physical integrity. The Tribal College
Relations Initiative (TCRI} aims to catalogue, rehouse, and digitize the collection, tuming
it into a useful tool for scholars worldwide. In addition, the vision for the TCRI
addresses Smith College’s goal of increasing access for Native Amencan students and the
exploration of cultural differences within a broad community of scholars.

The project’s initiator, Professor Nancy Marie Mithlo, Assistant Professor of
Anthropology, tenure track, is in her second year here at Smith College. One of four
Target of Opportunity hires, she was a Smith College Mendenhall Fellow in 1991-92,
For over 17 years, her research has been associated with the Institute of American Indian
Arts (LALA), a congressionally chartered tribal college in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

In 20001-02, Professor Mithlo recruited four Smith College interns for the TCRI. Onee in
Santa Fe, the interns assisted in devising the overall research plan for the summer,
establishing contacts with [ALA Museum staff and faculty, as well as associated Santa Fe
cultural organizations, ordering and receiving archival equipment, learning computer
skills, rehousing the entire collection, and digitizing 11% of the collection.

The project’s visibility attracted the attention and collaboration of intermationally known
artist Harry Fonseca (Maidu). Some 500 images from the Maidu tribe, dating back 1o the
19005, were examined, rehoused, and scanned onto CDs by the interns. As a result of
this collaboration, the Maidu Tribe of California is making an official donation of two of
Mr. Fonseca's works to the [ALA Museum in the name of the Smith College TCRI and
specifically, in the name of the interns. In addition, a photo exhibition of the TCRI work
15 scheduled to open in late October 2002 at the LIAIA Museum. The curation strategy
calls for the TCRI interns, working with Muscum staff, to choose photographs from the
Yeffe Kimball collection and author the label text for the exhibit. In addition, the TCRI
team will design a brochure that will accompany the exhibit. This show of 20
photographs will be available for travel at the end of 2002.

Reflections of Beauty, Humor and Pride
Selections fraom the Yeffe Kimball Phote Archives al the Instilufe of Amerncan indian Arts Muséum

The Institute of American Indian Arts Museum is fortunate to have in its
archives a photo documentary led by the late artist Yeffe Kimball who identified
herself as Osage Indian. The collection numbering approximately 6000 original
negalives, was produced in the late 1940's to the late 1960's and acquired by the
IALA President Lloyd Kiva New in the early 1970's. This photographic collection is
unigue in its scope and subject matter, for Ms. Kimball purposely documented
aspects of contemporary life in these communilies, including the poverty, beauty
and contradictions of a people in transition. '

“I would like the students of the Institute of American Indian Arts to have my
slides”, spoke Yeffe Kimball to Lioyd Kiva New in 1976. At the end of her career,
Yeffe donated thousands of images she had accumulated during her travels
throughout Indian America to the IAIA Museum®

The prints in the traveling exhibition, Reflections of Beauty, Humor and Pride
represent some of the imagery ranges from the Yeffe Kimball Photo Archives
The images were selected by a committee of participants in the Tribal College
Relations Initiative, a collaborative project with Smith College and 1AIA, IAIA
Museum Staff, Faculty and Students and I1AIA Alumni. The exhibition consists of
twenty selected works from the Yeffe Kimball Photo Archives.

Exhibition Fee: $2 000.00 plus shipping and insurance
Space Reguirement 75 linear feet

Availability: 2003-2004 for eight-week venues
security; High

! caatonal Statement Reffechons of Beauty Frace and Humor, Dr. Nancy Marss Mahle, Curator, October 2002
! The Yaffa Kimball Archies, Chuck Dadey, AL Museum Interim Directar, October 2003




